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SOME TAII00KI) AMUSEMENTS.

Sermon Delivered 1y Itcv. Cruzau
Sumlny livening.

Text, I. Cor., 7Ut Ami those Hint use
the world n9 not nbushin it. (The Greek
word translated "abusing" mentis liter-
ally using to the full, going to excess in.)

Here is n great principle: God
lias put man in this beautiful world
fitted to supply the needs of his
many-side- d nature. Man is free to
use every good thing, only let him
beware of excess.

I want to apply this common
sense life rule to amusements, es
pecially to cards, dancing and the
theater, which are so sternly ta-

booed by some Christians.
Good men differ radically as to

the right of indulgence in these
amusements. One cause for this
difference is that, as that bright
Methodist, Rev. Edward Egglcston,
in his "Roxy" says, we have in
herited our opinions from the Puri-
tans. "There may have been good
reason in the lime of the Stuarts,
when amusements and vices were
so interwoven that it was impossi-
ble to separate them, for wholesale
prohibition. This self denial on
the part of the Puritans was so akin
to religion that it came to be identi-
fied with it. When the crisis that
drove the Puritans to their extreme
position passed away, there was
left a set of prohibitions all inter
woven with religion, but forming
no essential part of it and having
no basis in reason or clear thought."

Christians have come to sec this,
and the most marked change in re-

ligious life in the last fifty years
has been the revolt against these
outworn Puritan prohibitions.
Against the stout protest of a
dwindling minority who still cling
to these seventeenth century tabus,
the great mass of Christians have
asserted their freedom to use amuse-
ments. Two things have led to
this change: A new view of relig-
ion. The Puritan regarded relig-
ion as a restriction, a prohibition, a
policeman standing in the way of
life to shut and open doors. We
have learned that religion is not a
set of rules but an inspiration
not n repression but a bringer-i- n of
freedom, of enlargement; that
whatever is not evil in itself is for
our use, but not to excess. But a
still more potent force working to
bring about this revolt is the
changed conditions of life. Recre-
ation is a necessity to our highly
organized, driving, nerve-wearin- g

life. The Puritan life was simple,
the pace slow, the wear and tear
slight. He did not need play; we
must have it, or we break.

You may deplore it but the great
mass of Christians have broken
away from the old inherited Puri-
tan strictness. The Methodist
stands alone among the great
churches in retaining a rule pro-
hibiting card playing, dancing and
the theater, and at the last General
Conference an attempt to repeal
that rule had the support of a re-

spectable minority.
In view of the fact that the great

mass of Christians have claimed
their right of freedom of conscience
in the matter of amusements, what
is the wise thing for us to do? We
should make sharp and clear dis-

tinctions. It is still easy for one
so inclined, to set up his conscience
as the universal standard, and try
to enforce the old Puritan prohibi-
tions. It is easy, but useless. It
is much more difficult to make clear
and sharp distinctions between the
innocent use and the harmful abuse
of popular amusements. Unless
our restrictions rest on reason they
will have no weight.

This is not always the case. We
make distinctions sometimes where
there is no difference. For exam-
ple, dominoes can be found in many
homes where cards would be looked
upon with horror. Why? "Cards
are games of chance." So are

'dominoes. "Cards are gambler's
tools, and are found in saloons."
So are dominoes; you can find men
gambling with them in every low
dive. Many card games can be
played with dominoes. In a cer-

tain district in these islands a short
time ago there was a scries of dom-

ino parties where the game of
euchre was played, and the minis-

ter, an earnest, devoted, spiritual
young man, entered into them
heartily. It was nil right, because

the game of euchre was played with
dominoes. But if he had played
the same game with cards wouldn't
it have been awful! It seems to
me that we ought not to make any
such senseless distinctions; and that
it ought to be easy to see that while
excessive card playing, to the neg-

lect of one's work, or the squander-
ing of time, or the playing for any
stake is wrong, a game now and
then iti the home circle, or with
friends, maybe harmless recreation.

And just so in regard to dancing.
I have heard of this argument
against dancing: Herodias danced
and pleased Herod; because her
dancing pleased Herod he granted
her petition; she asked for the head
of John the Baptist; John the Bap-

tist lost his head through dancing;
therefore dancing is a sin! This is

about as logical as the argument
for dancing: David danced before

the Lord; therefore I can dance
until 4 o'clock in the morning!
We forget that David danced with-

out a partner. I suppose the ver-

iest Puritan would not object to the
young men of Ililo dancing in that
way, for he would be sure they
would not carry it to excess.

There is dancing and dancing.
It certainly ought to be easy to dis
criminate between dancing all
night, and dancing for an hour or
two; between the promiscuous
dance of the public ball room, where
a pure girl may be whirled around
the room in the arms of a libertine,
and the quiet, seemly dance of the
home circle, or the private party,
made up of known friends.

And so also in regard to the
theater: Call a play a charade, rig
up a temporary stage in a church
lecture room, have the play poorly
or indifferently acted by amateurs,
and it is all right ! But to go to a

theater and witness a clean play
well acted is awful !

As Rev. Wolcolt Kay, of Boston,
says: "There are theatres and
theatres, plays and plays, and ac-

tors and actors. All are not alike.
There are theatres careful to admit
nothing indecent. There are plays
pure, elevating, healthful, stimu-

lating plays that impress the no-

bility of honesty, the value of
chastity, the beauty of domestic
life, aud the folly, curse, and pun-

ishment of sin. Such plays never
degrade, they uplift. They are
sermons. What a preacher Shake-spea- r

was! There is as great a dis-

tance between a play like Hamlet,
or Macbeth, or The Old Home-

stead, and scores more that could
be named, and The Black Crook
as there is between a work of
Thackery or Dickens aud a vile

French novel. We discriminate
between novels; why not between
plays? Because we will not corrupt
the imagination with the rottenness
of bad novels, do we argue that it
is a sin to read good novels?"

Our grandfathers did and even
a later generation put all novels
under the ban. I never saw a

novel in my father's house; I
doubt if he ever read one uutil after
he was fifty. Well do I remember,
thirty years ago, the sharp reproof
of a good deacon who found me
reading "John Halifax, Gentle-

man." "What! you, a Christian!
reading a novel! You'd better
read your Bible!" It was not
many years ago that the novel was
under the ban just as emphatically
as the theater. Now Christian
people have learned to discriminate

to place the ban only on the im-

pure and the trashy, and to use the
(Continued on paj,c 6.)

A l'ntonled Comb.

They cure dandruff, hair falling,
headache, etc., yet cost the same as
an ordinary comb. Dr. White's
Klectric Comb. The only patented
Comb in the world. People, every-

where it has been introduced, are
wild with delight. You simply
comb your hair each day, and the
comb does the rest. This wonder-

ful comb is simply unbreakable and
is made so that it is absolutely im
possible to break or cut the hair.
Sold on a written guarantee to give
perfect satisfaction in every respect.
Send stamps for one. Ladies' size,

50c Gent's si.".e, 35c. I.ive men
and women wanted everywhere to
lutroduce this article. Sells on
sight. Agents are wild with suc-

cess. Addiess D. N. Kosit, Gen
Mgr. Decatur, 111.

Wery & Carter

STONE and
BRICK MASONS

Kstlmalcs given on nil work for the
construction of Piers, Abutments,

' Culverts, Sidewalks. Most experi-
enced firm in masonry on this Is-

land. Krccliou of Stone and Brick
Buildings mid nil work of the like
nature.

Boiler Work a Specialty
1'. O. Hox 13a

'I'll 15.

Pantheon
Saloon

IIOXO IWTJIWXJ

Hir,o, Hawaii.

has hecu reopened under the man-

agement of Mr. T. A. Simpson,
late of the Union Saloon, Ililo.

FIRST-CLAS- S WINES
LIQUORS and BEERS

arc kept in block and visiting
Ililoites nrc cordially invited to
sample same.

HILO MARKET GOT,

LIMITED.

Telephone No. 39.

Bkidou St. - Hilo, II. I

Pacific Meat Markel

Front St., Hilo, II. I,

Choice Cuts of

Beef, Mutton,
Pork, Veal.

POULTRY of all Kinds

FRESH ISLAND BUTTER

Fine Fat Turkoys.
. . Sucking Pigs.

MP
AND

TABLES

Transportation Co.,
kiMiritn.

GP.O. S. McKP.NZIIJ, Manngcr.

I'inest emiinped Cnrriaires in the citv.
with competent nud careful driveis.
Counts of Metiopolitan styles and finish
lately imported.

Horses Boarded by Day
or Month.

In connection with the Staw.hs the
nliovc company runs the

RIVERSIDE CARRIAGE
AND

BLACKSMITH SHOP,
and nrc prepared to take orders for Car-
riage Iluildiug, Horse Shoeing nnd Gen
ernl Illncksmithiug.

The
Corner

Restaurant
FRONT AND CHURCH STS.

If you appreciate n good
meal nicely prepared call
and sec inc.

Meals 35c Up
C. SHIMAMOTO, Prop.

Oahu Carriage
Manufacturing Co

Limited4 &

WILL FURNISH P.STIMATKS
on building fine carriages,
wagons, (I rays and vehicles of nil
kinds. Orders from outside
Islands will be given prompt
attention.

WRlTIi FOR FIGURES

1179 RIVER STREET,
HONOLULU, II. T.

Wall, Nichols Co.
LIMITP.I).

Wainmicuuc St., Ililo.

qJj"

WE ORDER
AT ONCK BY MAII, AIJ, Till?

NEW GOOD BOOKS

ifr & i

Wo use. tlio same price book as (he
Honolulu house, mid make our

PRICES AS LOW AS
ANY ON THE

ISLANDS.

Wall, Nichols Co.. Ltd.
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AtiMvnnriwIpt-.v- . nl.inmnniUltUiiitvt, rallnrmlttn
CO., (" rut mwi, SAN FRANCISCO.

Theo. H. Davies & Co., Limited

iiavi; just Ri'Cmvnn a carload op

LIBBEY, McNEILL & LIBBEY'S

CANNP.I) CORNKD MWP. ROAST W.V.V,
VII-NN- SAUSAGK, l'KVS PIJI'.T,

LUNCH TONGIW

of 4 dozen i; 1 doen of

rotted Ham, Tongue, Chicken, Turkey. These potted goods are a new article,
are reaenunhle.

We are Agents for Carey's Magnesia Flexible
CEMENT ROOFING

A cniload of which we have just received. juices nud
further particulars inquire at
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iitttiWr ouMlioitu

iTftv. UiiMhNt
(IioAku.

Hymn! comfort tliriih
turM.

liit.niiiM.i.it
inallitl, liiiinitti.

MA3KETIC TRUSS

Cases cases each

and
aud Mild very
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